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MAJORITY IN NH CONTINUE TO PRIORITIZE "STAY AT HOME"; MANY NOT YET COMFORTABLE GOING TO PUBLIC PLACES
DURHAM, NH - A majority of New Hampshire residents conƟnue to prioriƟze folowing the Governor's "stay at home" order over
re-opening the economy. Granite Staters are comfortable going to a golf course, going to a drive-in movie theater, or having a
"Ɵme-sensiƟve" hospital procedure. However, far fewer feel comfortable eaƟng inside a restaurant, going to a gym or health club, or
going to a movie theater. Republicans are far more comfortable with going to businesses and public places than Democrats. Concern
about a family member or oneself contracƟng COVID-19 has declined since April but nearly two-thirds remain worried about it.
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Panel* survey, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Eight
hundred forty (840) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between May 14 and May 18, 2020. Data were weighted
by respondent sex, age, educaƟon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) conducted
by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraƟon levels provided by the New Hampshire Secretary of State. The Granite State Panel
is part of an effort by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center to invesƟgate new ways of gathering and understanding the
opinion of New Hampshire residents. Granite State Panel members are recruited from randomly-selected landline and cel phone
numbers across New Hampshire and surveys are sent periodicaly to panel members.
Maintaining "Stay at Home" & Re-Opening NH Economy
New Hampshire residents conƟnue to be cauƟous about ending the "stay at home" order and re-opening the New Hampshire economy.
Four in five (79%) New Hampshire residents consider it very (50%) or somewhat (29%) important to maintain the "stay at home" order to
ensure public safety while 21% believe it is not very (15%) or not at al (6%) important. However, the percentage of state residents who
believe it is very important to maintain the "stay at home" order has falen by fiŌeen points since April.
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* We ask that this copyrighted informaƟon be referred to as the Granite State Panel, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.
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Importance of Maintaining "Stay at Home" Order to Ensure Public Safety





Importance of Re-Opening the NH Economy as Soon as Possible
Three-quarters (76%) of New Hampshire residents consider it very (38%) or somewhat (38%) important to re-open the New Hampshire
economy as soon as possible while 24% believe it is not very (17%) or not at al (8%) important. Responses to this quesƟon are largely
unchanged since April.
Very important Somewhat important Not very important Not at al important
Very important Somewhat important Not very important Not at al important
The perceived importance of maintaining the "stay at home" order has falen slightly since April and varies considerably among different
groups. Self-idenƟfied Independents and Republicans, those aged 35 to 49, and men are significantly less likely to say maintaining the
"stay at home" order is important than they were in April. However, the importance of maintaining the "stay at home" order among
self-idenƟfied Democrats remains very high and is unchanged since April.





Which is More Important for New Hampshire Right Now?
























Very or Somewhat Important to Maintain "Stay at Home" Order to Ensure Public Safety - Change from April to May 2020 - By
Demographics







































Very or Somewhat Important to Re-open the NH Economy as Soon as Possible - Change from April to May 2020 - By Demographics
Overal, a majority (59%) of Granite Staters conƟnue to believe that maintaining the "stay at home" order is more important than
re-opening the economy, while 36% believe that the re-opening the economy is more important and 4% don't know or are unsure.
However, opinion has shiŌed slightly since April, when 68% believed that maintaining the "stay at home" order was more important.
Maintaining stay-at-home more important than re-opening economy
Re-opening economy more important than stay-at-home
Don't know/Not sure
The perceived importance of re-opening the economy is unchanged overal since April but many groups in the state have moved in
different direcƟons on the quesƟon. Respondents between 35 and 64 years old are more likely than in April to say this is important, while
those aged 18 to 34 and those 65 and older are slightly less likely to say so than in April. Similarly, the importance of re-opening the
economy has falen since April among women and residents of the ConnecƟcut Valey, the MassachuseƩs Border, and the North Country
but has increased among men and Manchester Area and Seacoast residents.
Personal Experience with COVID-19
One-third (34%) of Granite Staters say that they know someone who has contracted COVID-19 while 66% do not know anyone who has.
Self-idenƟfied Democrats and women are more likely than self-idenƟfied Republicans and men to say they know someone who has
contracted COVID-19. Those with a high school educaƟon or less are far less likely than those with a higher level of educaƟon to know
someone who have contracted COVID-19.
Just under two-thirds (64%) of New Hampshire residents are very (23%) or somewhat (41%) worried that they or someone in their
immediate family might contract COVID-19. Twenty-one percent of Granite Staters are not very worried about this, 13% are not at al
worried, and 2% don't know or are unsure.
Worry about contracƟng COVID-19 has slightly declined compared to April, when three-quarters (74%) of New Hampshire residents were
very or somewhat worried.
Self-idenƟfied Democrats and Independents are far more likely than Republicans to be very or somewhat worried about themselves or
someone in their immediately family contracƟng COVID-19. Respondents aged 18 to 34 or 65 and older and women are similarly more
likely to be worried than those aged 35 to 49 and men.
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Ever Worn Mask or Face Covering Since Coronavirus Outbreak Began
Wearing a mask has become a visible sign of one's concern about the COVID-19 outbreak. Nine in ten (90%) New Hampshire residents
say they have worn a mask or face covering at least once since the coronavirus outbreak began in the U.S while 10% have not done so.
Nearly al self-idenƟfied Democrats, respondents aged 50 and over, and those with a colege degree or more educaƟon say they have
worn a mask or face covering at least once, while Republicans, respondents under the age of 50, and respondents without a colege
degree are slightly less likely to report having worn a mask or face covering.
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Not at al worried
Don't know/Not sure
Under Governor Sununu's "Stay at Home 2.0" order, the folowing industries and public places have been alowed to reopen under
specified condiƟons. However, while some of these places are now open, New Hampshire residents are not uniformly comfortable
patronizing them immediately.
More than two-thirds of those who plan to do these things say they are currently comfortable going to a golf course (82%), going to a
drive-in movie theater (79%), and having a "Ɵme-sensiƟve" procedure at a hospital (69%). Just over half are comfortable now going to a
campground (58%) or going to a state park (56%). Less than half are currently comfortable going to a barber shop or hair salon (45%),
going to a retail store (42%), eaƟng at a restaurant siƫng outside (40%), or going to a state inland beach (38%), and a quarter or more
of respondents say they would not be comfortable doing these things unƟl July or later.
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When Expect to Feel Comfortable Going to or Doing Folowing PermiƩed Things
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Frequency Wearing Mask or Face Covering in Folowing SituaƟons
Always Sometimes Rarely Never
There are significant differences about where people actualy wear a mask or face covering. Three-quarters (76%) of those who have
gone shopping at a grocery store or pharmacy say they always wear a mask or face covering when doing so; 14% someƟmes do, 4%
rarely do, and 6% say they never have. Three-quarters (75%) of those who have goƩen takeout from a restaurant say they always or
someƟmes wear a mask when doing so while a slight majority (56%) of those who have socialized with family or friends they don't live
with always or someƟmes wear a mask or face covering. RelaƟvely few report wearing a mask or face covering while exercising outside:
among those who have exercised outside, only 8% always wear a mask or face covering, 19% someƟmes do, 17% rarely do, and more








There are several acƟviƟes that are not permiƩed to re-open under "Stay at Home 2.0" but may be alowed in the near future. Most
Granite Staters say they would not be comfortable going to or doing these acƟviƟes for months.
Forty percent would be comfortable now going to a state beach on the ocean and 39% would be comfortable going to a church service.
However, 37% and 33% respecƟvely say they would not be comfortable doing these things unƟl July at the earliest. Just over a quarter
would be comfortable eaƟng inside at a restaurant (29%), going to a gym or health club (28%), or going to a movie theater (27%) but a
similar proporƟon of respondents say they won't be comfortable doing these acƟviƟes unƟl September or later.
While most New Hampshire adults who plan to do these things are currently comfortable going to a golf course, going to a drive-in movie
theater, or having a "Ɵme-sensiƟve" procedure, it wil take considerably more Ɵme before most of the state populaƟon wil be
comfortable doing other acƟviƟes. For many acƟviƟes, majoriƟes wil not feel comfortable parƟcipaƟng unƟl July or August.




























When Expect to Feel Comfortable Going to or Doing Folowing Things - CumulaƟve Chart
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State beach on the ocean
State inland beach
Restaurant inside
Gym or health club
Movie theater
Democrats and Republicans have very different aƫtudes about when they would feel comfortable parƟcipaƟng in these acƟviƟes.
MajoriƟes of Democrats, Independents, and Republicans say they would feel comfortable going to a golf course, going to a drive-in movie
theater, having a "Ɵme-sensiƟve procedure at a hospital," going to a campground, and going to a state park by June or earlier. However,
less than half of Democrats would be comfortable going to a barber shop or hair salon, going to a retail store, eaƟng at a restaurant
outside, or going to a state inland beach by June, while more than two-thirds of Republicans would feel comfortable doing those things
by June.
Differences in comfort level between Democrats and Republicans are parƟcularly striking about acƟviƟes currently prohibited under
"Stay at Home 2.0" with Republicans saying they would be more comfortable engaging in these acƟviƟes by June than Democrats.
Republicans are more likely than Democrats to say they would be comfortable eaƟng at a restaurant siƫng inside (by 65 percentage
points), going to a movie theater (54 points), going to a church service (51 points), going to a beach on the ocean (48 points), or going to
a gym or health club (47 points) by June.
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Comfortable Doing the Folowing Things By June or Earlier - By Party IdenƟficaƟon
Granite State Panel Methodology
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Panel survey, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Eight
hundred forty (840) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between May 14 and May 18, 2020. Data were weighted
by respondent sex, age, educaƟon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS)
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraƟon levels provided by the New Hampshire Secretary of State.
The Granite State Panel is part of an effort by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center to invesƟgate new ways of gathering and
understanding the opinion of New Hampshire residents. Granite State Panel members are recruited from randomly-selected landline
and cel phone numbers across New Hampshire. Respondents to the Granite State Pol were asked if they wished to parƟcipate in
further research and asked to provide an email address. Those who agreed and provided an email address were added to the panel.
Panel members were also recruited by texƟng a random sample of celular telephones in the state and inviƟng the recipient to take a
short survey.
For each survey which they complete, panel members are entered into quarterly drawings to earn rewards, such as giŌ cerƟficates from
statewide and internet companies. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100%. The number of respondents in each
demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaƟon tables as some respondents choose not to answer some
quesƟons.















































































Granite State Panel, May 2020 Demographics
Importance of Maintaining "Stay at Home" Order to Ensure Public Safety
When thinking about New Hampshire's response to COVID-19 more broadly, please rate the importance of the folowing: Maintaining
the stay at home order in NH to ensure public safety








Importance of Re-opening the NH Economy as Soon as Possible
When thinking about New Hampshire's response to COVID-19 more broadly, please rate the importance of the folowing: Re-opening
the NH economy as soon as possible








Which is More Important for New Hampshire Right Now
Which of the folowing do you think is more important for the state right now?
Maintaining stay-at-home more
important than re-opening economy
Re-opening economy more important








Know Anyone Who Has Contracted COVID-19





Worry Self or Someone in Immediate Family Might Contract COVID-19
How worried are you that you or someone in your immediate family might catch coronavirus?








Ever Worn Mask or Face Covering Since Coronavirus Outbreak Began





When Expect to Feel Comfortable Going to or Doing Folowing Prohibited Things
Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things?
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Eating at a restaurant
sitting outside
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Frequency Wearing Mask or Face Covering in Folowing SituaƟons
How oŌen do you wear a mask or face covering in the folowing situaƟons?
Always Sometimes Rarely Never
May 2020
Exercising outside
Getting takeout from a
restaurant
Shopping at a grocery store or
pharmacy
Socializing with family/friends










Importance of Maintaining "Stay at Home" Order to Ensure Public Safety
Very important Somewhatimportant Not very important Not at al important



























































































































































































Importance of Re-Opening the NH Economy as Soon as Possible
Very important Somewhatimportant Not very important Not at al important

































































































































































































































































































































































Know Anyone Who Has Contracted COVID-19
Yes No























































































































































































































































































































































Ever Worn Mask or Face Covering Since Coronavirus Outbreak Began
Yes No

































































































































Frequency Wearing Mask or Face Covering in Folowing SituaƟons - Exercising outside
Always Sometimes Rarely Never



























































































































































































Frequency Wearing Mask or Face Covering in Folowing SituaƟons - Geƫng takeout from a restaurant
Always Sometimes Rarely Never

























































































































































































Frequency Wearing Mask or Face Covering in Folowing SituaƟons - Shopping at a grocery store or pharmacy
Always Sometimes Rarely Never

























































































































































































Frequency Wearing Mask or Face Covering in Folowing SituaƟons - Socializing with family/friends you don't live with
Always Sometimes Rarely Never



























































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
EaƟng at a restaurant siƫng inside




























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
EaƟng at a restaurant siƫng outside



























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a barber shop or hair salon



























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a campground
























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a church service


























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a drive-in movie theater














































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a golf course






































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a gym or health club























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a movie theater

























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a retail store



























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a state beach on the ocean


























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a state inland beach (not on the ocean)



























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Going to a state park




























































































































































































































































































Based on what you know now, when do you think that you personaly wil feel comfortable going to or doing the folowing things? -
Having a "Ɵme-sensiƟve" procedure at a hospital
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